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Near-Roasted Rooster 
ives Writer the Bird G 

It's a true story, which happened*—— 
several middle-of-the-nlghtt ago I from 
during a tire in mid-Manhattan.; 
Ttnants of the burning building 
rushed into the street, some clutch
ing their most prized possessions. A 
distaff magazine writer of our 
acquaintance, among the cliff-
dwellers scurrying for safety, 
spotted the man living directly 
above her. He was carrying a 
covered bird cage. "What have you 
got there?" she asked. "That's my 
pet rooster," replied the neighbor. 
The famme feinted. When revived, 
she explained to the anxious gent. 
"I'm sorry I passed out," she apolo
gized, "but, you see, for the past 
six months I've been under treat
ment by a psychiatrist—because I 
kept hearing a rooster crowing!" 

the exposure of a bogus 
Shakespeare signature to the settle
ment of a labor disturbance at a 
World War II anna plant. He 
proved that thousand! of ballots in 
an employment dispute were fakes. 
Don't know much about Sellers, 
but some of his assignments hint 
at terrific tales—case of the forged 
granite tombstone, the man who 
wrote poison pen letters to himself, 
the phony cattle brands, etc. Prop
erly handled, his career could 
emerge as an exciting cinema epic. 

RELAYED by Hye Bossin, i t s 
credited to Gordon MacRae. The 
late Al Jolson was in his improvised 
dressing room, after entertaining 
troops at a European camp during 
World War II. There was a knock 
on the door, a sergeant entered. 
•'Would you sing my favorite song, 
•Sonny Boy?'" he queried. "But I 
sang it a few minutes ago," re
minded'the exhausted Jolson. "Sing 
it again, Just for me," urged the 
G.I., "and let me sit on your knee 
while you do." Jolie, weary and 
cold, protested. "I don't see why 
not," smiled the soldier. "I sat on 
your knee the last time you sang 
it to me. I'm Dovpy Lee." Remem
ber the kid in Jolson s hist Warner 
talkie? That was Davey Lee, 27-
year-old sergeant, who made the 
strange request! 

DOROTHY PARKER visited Har
vard recently. A prof greeted her 
with the remark, "I always like to 
meet an author before reading his 
or her book." "That's interesting." 
countered La Parker. "But tell me, 
how did you work it with Homer?" 

• • • 
QUOTE from a Wall st. house 

organ: "When bonkers are trained 
to detect counterfeit money, they're 
not shown examples of bad cur
rency. Instead, they're taught 
recognize what Is good. They see 
the good so clearly, so completely, 
the badness of the counterfeit Is 
apparent at a glance!" . . . Dance-
master Murray Dale found a won
derful movie mart for gonrmets. 
It peddles popcorn on the cob! 

ANOTHER is Ma Kltin Nyunt, 25, 
beautiful, clever and one of the 
most feared bandits in Burma. She 
rides from one village to another 
on a white horse, at the head of a 
band of brigands, many of whom 
are women. She's supposed to have 
had three husbands and more than 
a few extracurricular attachments. 
She's a real-life Dragon Lady, oper
ating in the jungle without much 
interference from Terry. This ter
ror's tag means Miss Loveable Blos
som! Only please, studio chiefs, 
don't cast a routine starlet In the 
leading role. 

• • • 
MEMO from Nanette Kutner to 

I. Hoffman: At the recent Press 
Photographers' Ball, a number of 
unusual snapshots were placed on 
auction. A picture of Gen. Eisen
hower brought $700; a photo of 
Chun hill drew 250 bucks, a facsi
mile of Jimmy Durante garnered 
150; a portrait of Elizabeth Taylor 
—nothing! . . . Incidentally, logical 
gal to script the film biog of Vin
cent Youmana is Miss Kutner, who 
pens tip-top copy for major mags. 
She handled Youmans' publicity In 
the "Hit the Deck"—"Great Day" 
era, wrott many articles on the 
tunesmith. Miss K.'s conceived an 
original presentation for the human 
side of the Youmans yarn. 

Oscors 
Are Made 
Simply 

By ALINE H O M Y 

HOLLYWOOD t U P ) - A be-spec-
tacled Englishman lovingly held an 
Oacar In his arms today, but thtrt 
wtra no speeches, no cheering fans 
nor beautiful actresses kissing his 
cheek. 

Alex Smith is surrounded by 
Oscars because, wall, he Just makes 
them, that's all. 

The glamorous Oscar is fashioned 
in an unglamorous factory In down
town Los Angelas, far from the 
tinsel glitter of Hollywood. The 
Southern California Trophy Com
pany has ground out 665 gold 
Oscars since 1930. 

EVERY YEAR Smith is in charge 
of finishing the solid bronze molds 
that are dipped in 14-carat gold and 
carefully buffed, burred and pol
ished. 

The fact that the ahining tro
phies will be tearfully clutched at 
the Academy Awards presentation 
Thursday night by the be-jeweled 
hands of Jane Wyman or Shelley 
Winters doesn't Impress Alex. 

"Never seen a star, except Ronald 
Colman at the cricket matches," he 
shrugged as he bent over his 
work. "Haven't been to a movie in 
years. Stay home and look at tele
vision." 

In his tool-cluttered work room 
the original plaster cast from his 
first Oscar stands dust-covered; one 
foot Is broken. 

"Don't know what that's doln' 
here," he said. "Isn't worth any
thing." 

The original Oscar was made by 
a sculptor and cast in bronze by 
Smith at another company. The 
trophy people took over the job, 
plus Smith, In 1930. The first year 
only two Oscars were needed, then 
five, and now 50 are turned out 
each January to March. 

• • • 
AN OSCAR weighs six pounds 

and four ounces, stands 13 inches 
high, costs about $100 and can be 
used as a doorstop and a book-end. 
During the war tha statuettes were 
dipped only in gold leaf and didn't 
weigh so much. Later the ersatz 
models were celled in and replaced 

The company makes about a mil
lion trophies a year, so Oscars are 
all but lost among thousands of 
statuettes of golfers, winged vie 
tories and football players. In the 
factory you even can see the tro
phies made for that upstart, the 
academy of television arts and 
sciences. 

"We don't make any money from 
the Oscars," explained Ed Bathke, 
an executive of the firm. "We do it 
for prestige." 

"Besides, this way I haven't 
missed an Oscar night In 30 years. 
We guard tht Oscars and thay don't 
leave our hands until Z take them 
to the Pantages Theatre Thursday 
night." 
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Hollywood 

New Bobby-Soxer 
Finishes Third Film 

fy Harold Haffaman 

Idol 

The big flag is waving wildly* 
over at Universal-International for 
a comparative unknown and unseen 
fact that belongs to a fellow named 
Palmer Lee. This San Francisco-
reared boy has been with the studio 
less than a year. He haa three un-
released pictures and it now finish
ing his best role, at Ann Blyth's 
boy friend in "Sally and Saint 
Ann." Young and handsome, U-I 
figures It has another Tony Curtis-
like-bobby-soxer idol on its hands 
and is happily puzzled about how it 
may handle the twin combination. 

from which they pedaled on shiny 
new bikes, equipped with sirens. 

The composers of "Swinging on 
a Star" and other hit songs have 
been assigned the job of whipping 
up some snappier-than-usual num
bers for Blng because it Is conceded 
that the groaner is sadly in need 
of a lift along this line. 

2 Pacifists R«fus« 
To Pay Taxes 

SUGGESTED subjects for screen 
scenarios: Clark Sellers is an Ex
aminer of Questioned Documents. 
He's worked at it over 30 years, on 
more than 3,000 cases, ranging 

JOHN ER8K1NK once observed: 
"There ' s a difference between 
beauty and charm. A beautiful 

to | woman is one I notice. A charming 
woman is one who notices me!" . . . 
Lux Films has gotten down to es
sential story values. It had produced 
a picture pegged "Guardie e Ladri," 
which, In simple English, means 
"Cops and Robbers" . . . Advice 
from an annoymous contributor: 
"There ara two occasions when you 
should keep your mouth shut—when 
swimming and when angry!" , , . 
Via a sign, a B'way barber shop 
promises: 'Your Haircut Free—If 
We Speak First!" 

TRY IT CROSSWORD PUZZLES 

VOUHGW* «OYS MO GIRLS 
EN40Y COLORING DESIGNS 

TOPEKA, Kan. (UP) — Kansas 
Internal Revenue officials had two 
"conscientious objectors" on their 
hands today when Miss Edith Aldis 
and the Rev. Gerhard Frlesen de
fied federal income tax laws on 
grounds that "too much of the 
money goes for military armament" 

Both have signed a statement is
sued by the Tax Refusal Committee 
•f Peacemakers, a paclfllst move
ment with headquarters in New 
York. 

Miss Aldis said she paid 10 per 
cent of her taxes, the amount esti
mated for use for non-military 
spending. Frlesen said he would 
pay only direct taxes on the "prin
cipal of the thing," because other 
levies are "a part of the plan to 
destroy our country." 

REMEMBER little Donna Cor
coran, lovely 9-year-old who stole 
her way to fame in "Angels in the 
Outfield," a baseball comedy drama 
of a few months ago? Maybe you 
remember, but apparently MGM 
doesn't! At any rate, the studio has 
buried this most promising young
ster since Shirley Temple in an In
conspicuous, vapid role In "Young 
Man With Ideas." Donna Is one of 
a brood of four, and her few lines 
of dialogue come from far back or 
out of camera range. After her sen
sational debuf, it's a shame that 
such a potential box-office factor 
could he lojt in the shuffle, espe
cially in these mighty needy movie 
times. 

e • e 
WAXING eloquent at tht recent 

screen directors awards dinner, 
Louis B. Mayer, retired MGM boss, 
gave director George Sidney, prexy 
of the group, an embarrassing left-
handed compliment. 

4'1've known this wonderful man 
ever since he was a boy on my 
knee," purred Mayer. Then, after 
making many fine movies directed 
by Sidney, Msyer sdded: "I brought 
him Into the picture business be
cause his father was one of the top-
ranking executives of the company." 

HARVEY PARRY has been a 
Hollywood top stunt man since 1919. 
He has taken tumbles out of win
dows and off cliffs, has been hit by 
autos and pulled by runaway 
horses. 

Parry recently was injured for 
the second time in his long csreer 
when he was presumably "de
stroyed" by a martlan death ray In 
George Pal's "War of the Worlds" 
at Paramount. In spite of all pre' 
cautions, the ray was a little too 
realistic and Parry was burned 
badly around the face. 

Possibly because of that mishap, 
producer Pal hired Parry the oth^r 
day to do the easiest "stunt" of his 
long career—a scene in a temporary 
hospital which had been set up 
after the martians had burned 
down a California town. Harvey 
played one o£ the injured citizens, 
swathed In bandages and attended 
by nurses and doctors. And all he 
had to do was lie In a hospital bed. 

"Actors get paid for this?" the 
daredevil asked. 

Parry's first injury was an oddity. 
Substituting for Clark Gable in a 
bl lizard sequence, he was about to 
take a long leap. When approaching 
the mark he slipped off a three-inch 
curb and broke his back. 
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Strike Weighed 
By Embalmers 

The City Labor Relations Division 
today will try to mediate a dispute 
that threatens to bring about a 
s t r i k e by embalmers and burial 
workers on or after April 1. 

A w o r k stoppage would affect 
New York City, Suffolk and West-
Chester Counties. 

Daniel Kornblum of Flushing, 
director of the L a b o r Relations 
Division, will meet at 2 P. M. today 
with Local 21,381 of the Funeral 
Directors, Embalmers and Under
takers Federal Union, A.F.L., which 
represents about 5,000 persons, and 
the Metropolitan Funeral Directors 
Association, which numbers about 

fl75 members. 
Kornblum i n d i c a t e d that the 

dispute was over a wage increase 
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Crossword Puzzles are certainly 
a favorite pastime for older people, 
and here is a way that younger 
people who are interested in color
ing with crayons or colored pencils 
can have fun, too. One of the nice 
things about this coloring idea is 
that even the puzzle has been writ
ten on, it can still be colored. In 
fact, if there is a person in your 
family who works the pus les ap
pearing in your paper, he sure to 
wait until they are through working 
them before you start coloring. 

Coloring puzzles can best be done 
w i t h crayons which are s h a r p 
pointed or w i t h colored pencils. 
Work out all kinds of colored pat-

RESIDENTS in the neighborhood 
of the Paramount Studio, who 
should be used to the fantastic by 
now, reported to police that two 
men were racing bicycles madly 
along the sidewalk—and something 
should be done about It 

The cyclists turned out to be 
Jimmy Van Heusen and Johnny 
Burke, currently writing songs for 
the new Bing Crosby movie, "Road 
to Bali." Cramped for office quar
ters, the studio had assigned these 
two top tunesmlths to an apart
ment building a few blocks away— 

TORNADO WARNINGS 
WASHINGTON (AP)-The Weath-

er Bureau has started issuing ipe-] 
clal tornado bulletins because it is 
afraid people might be unduly 
alarmed by unauthorized forecasts, 
a bureajr official said today. 
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terns and designs, using as many 
colors as you care to. You may have 
to look In old newspapers to get a 
supply for coloring. 

Tommy Schaeffer of Milwaukee, 
Wisconsin, who is six years old, sug-
guested this coloring i d e a . You 
may want to paste the puzzles onto 
a cardboard so they won't tear too 
easily when you are working 
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Blizzard Maroons 
1,200 Pamilios 

BISMARCK, N. D. (UP) — All 
available state and private equip
ment was ordered into the battle 
today against the 12 to IS foot 
drifts that have marooned 1,200 
farm families and herds of starving 
cattle in North Dakota's "blisard 
belt." 

Bulldozers struggled through the 
night against the drifting snows as 
Governor Brunsdnle awaited word 
from President Truman In answer 
to his plea for emergency funds. 

County commissioners estimated 
the clearing project would take 
seven to 10 days and authorities 
said they might have to resort to 
an air drop, similar to "Operation 
Haylift" of 1949, to aid the starv
ing cattle. 
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DOPE SMUGGLER OUSTED 
A former United Nations clerk 

was fined $1,500 yesterday and or
dered deported to his native Leba
non for smuggling narcotics into 
this country in the false bottom of 
B trunk. Bouloa Sfephan, ."MS, who 
has a wife and five children in Bei-

jrut, said he was an addict. He said 
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